





1985 BUDGET'S ECONOMIC GOALS FOR REGIONS BEING MET 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 May 85 p 


[Text]: ADMINISTRATIVE 


CSO: 


Regions have been 
sticking with the 
economic goals set in the 
1985 Budget, National 
Mobilisation Minister 
Robert Corbin said at the 
~eekend. 

Cde. Corbin and a panel of 
Public Service and Regional 
Officials discussed production 
and other goals, laid out for 


the Regions in the last 
Budget, on the GBC 


The system of  ilocal 


democracy, or regionalism, is 


‘Currently 
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have been transferred,”’ 


Corbin said. 


Stanley 
Hamilton, Public Service 
Ministry Permanent Secretary 
Joyce Sinciak, and Deputy 
Permanent Secretary Rh. 





JPRS -LAM~85~-060 
l2 Ju 'y 1985 


GUYANA 


thelr original programme 
which wes presented at 
Budget time.” 

He indicated that emphasis 
is being put on “certain basic 
infrastructural works” to 
facilitate the agricultural 
thrust, and the maintenance 
services: 
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PLANS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF LETHEM AIRSTRIP REPORTED 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 May 85 p 5 
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BRIEFS 


RASHID MAY DAY SPEECH--Central Executive Committee Members of the People's 
National Congress and Miniser of Energy and Mines, Cde Harun Rashid, told 
residents of Corriverton on May Day that there are indications of petroleum 
resources in Region Six and added that by early next year Government will be 
awarding a contract to a foreign firm to conduct explorations. Work, he said, 
was undertaken in the past to determine the petroleum potential in Region Six, 
included in the present programme will be the drilling of four shallow wells. 
There are indications of heavy oil deposits in the Region. The People's 
National Congress, under the leadership of Cde Forbes Burnham, is committed 

to improving the lot of the working class people and Cde Rashid urged workers 
not to be misled by those who would want to sow seeds of dissension and mis- 
trust. Cde Rashid told the large and appreciative crowd that Government is 
not arrogant. It recognises the hardships and difficulties facing the workers. 
As a result, the policies pursued by Government are designed to make Guyana 
preserve its independence and prosper. [Excerpts] [Georgetown NEW NATION in 
English 12 May 85 p 8] 


PNC DISTRICT MEETINGS--District conferences of the People's National Congress 
are to be held next month in the various Party districts. The district is one 
tier in the six-tier regional System. Already conferences of the People's 
Cooperative and the Neighbourhood, two other tiers inthe Regional structure 
have been held. With membership of the People's National Congress expiring on 
May 31 every effort will be made to use the District conferences to ensure 
that all membership cards are renewed, and to push on to a substantial increase 
in membership for the Sixth Biennial Congress scheduled for August. There are 
38 established districts of the party. [Text] [Georgetown NEW NATION in 
English 12 May 85 p 1] 


NEW YOUNG SOCIALIST UNIT--A new Young Socialist Movement group has been 
launched in the Bartica community and at the inaugural meeting last week, 
Cde Kenneth Jordan was elected Chairman. Other elected members are Cde 
Bedeswar Beharry, First Vice-chairman; Cde Brentnol Archer, secretary; 

Cde Edwin Gilkes, treasurer; Cde Cecil Cramer, public relations officer; 

and Cdes Colin McKenzie, Ignatius Prowell and Christopher George, as commit- 
tee members. Central Executive member and first Vice-Chairman of the national 
YSM, Cde Egan Lawrence, who installed the new officers, identified the need 
for greater commitment to the advancement of the ideals of the YSM; the need 
for discipline; performing of leadership roles in the community; pursuing 
ideological training and undertaking economic agricultural projects. [Text] 
[Georgetown NEW NATION in English 5 May 85 p 1] 
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NATIONAL SECURITY BILL--Home Affairs Minister Jeffrey Thomas yesterday intro- 
duced the National Security (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) Bill 1985 
in the National Assembly. The Bill seeks to reenact the second part of the 
National Security (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act which expired in May last 
year, with certain modifications. According to the Bill circulated by 
Parliament Office, the National Security Amendment, while seeking reenaction 
of Part Il of the Principal Act, also seeks to include the prevention of sub- 
version of democratic institutions in Guyana under the provisions of the Act. 
In the brief sitting of Parliament, the "Ministers, Members of the National 
Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Order" of 1986, made on March l, 
was also presented by Finance Minister Carl Greenidge. Forestry Minister 
Sallahuddin presented the Guyana Forestry Commission annual report for 1980. 
Parliament was adjourned to Thursday, May 28, when the Bill presented yester- 
day will have its second reading. At that sitting Manpower and Cooperatives 
Minister Kenneth Denny will also present the annual report of his Ministry 
for 1984. (GNA) [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 May 85 


p 1) 


SUGAR WORKERS INCENTIVES--Guyana's sugar workers have received close to two 
million dollars as monthly incentive payments for production this year. The 
payout is tax free. According to the latest available reports, up to the 
week ending May 3, Guysuco had paid out approximately $1.8 million to workers 
from seven estates. Workers at Rose Hall topped the list qualifying for the 
equivalent of eight days’ pay. They were followed by workers at Skeldon--five 
days; Albion--four days; Blairmont and Wales--three days each; and LBI and 
Leonora--two days each. Workers at Houston Estate also qualified for three 
days tax-free payments but monies paid to these workers are not included in 
the $1.8 million. The tax-free incentives payout is intended to help boost 
production and productivity in the local sugar industry, one of Guyana's 
leading earners of foreign exchange. Meanwhile, Guysuco has surpassed its 
production target for this year's first crop. And, in the words of President 
Forbes Burnham: "That is the material from which spring increased wages 

and better conditions...increased production and higher productivity" and 
anyone who says anything else "sg a liar and a mocker." But even as there 
axe encouraging signs in the local industry, which Cde Burnham has stressed 
has got to find ways of diversifying and promoting its vertical integration 
to increase its viability, the price for the commodity on the world market 
remains "frignteningly low." [GNA] [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in 
English 18 May 85 p 1] 


IDB LOAN SCHEDULE--Though its membership totals 43 countries, the Inter- 
American Development Bank's lending programme is not extended to all these 
countries. Only 27 in Latin America and the Caribbean benefit directly 

from loans of the institution. The remaining countries, mainly in Europe, 
essentially boost the capital resources of the Bank. Guyana became an IADB 
member in 1976, and that institution's cumulative lending to this country 

up to the end of 1984 was over $150 million. Of the 46 loans approved during 
that time some of the major ones were for the Abary River drainage and Irriga- 
tion works as part of the MMA agriculture land development scheme, a dairy 
feasibility study, a forestry development project, and training of personnel 
for Guyana National Engineering Corporation foundry. For this year the Bank 
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has 12 loan schedules for Guyana. Three go to the Guyana Agricultural and 
Industrial Development Bank, two for Hosororo Cooperative Credit Union, two 
for the Guyana Electricity Corporation and one each for the University of 
Guyana, the Guyana Rice Export Board, the Guyana Water Authority, the Ministry 
of Works and Transport, and the State Planning Commission. [Excerpts] 
[Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 12 May 85 p 4] 


AID FOR SURINAME FERRY--Georgetown, May 22--The European Development Fund (EDF) 
will provide U.S.-1% million dollars to finance the first phase of a project 
to establish a safe and reliable ferry link between Guyana and its eastern 
neighbour, Suriname, government sources said here today. Plans for the ser- 
vice had been under examination for some time now. There is heavy traffic 
between the two countries across the Corentyne River which separates the two 
states. Most of these services are provided by unreliable and, often, unsafe 
private launches which are frequently involved in accidents, with fatalities, 
No timetable was announced for the startup of the ferry project. [Text] 
[Bridgetown CANA in English 2101 GMT 22 May 85] 


ANTIDRUG ACTIONS--Georgetown, May 29--The Guyana police force says it will 
forge greater links with its Caribbean counterparts in the fight against the 
use and trafficking of hard drugs. A senior police spokesman told CANA today 
that an increase in drug trafficking and other crimes in the region necessi- 
tates closer links. Guyana recently said it was being used as a transit cen- 
tre for drug trafficking. Meanwhile the Guyana police force is being restruc- 
tured for greater efficiency and several officers and ranks have already lost 
their jobs, Home Affairs Minister Jeffrey Thomas told police officers at a 
special meeting in Georgetown. The home affairs minister disclosed that 
within the past six months the service of several officers and ranks were 
terminated in the public interest. Thomas said the force is being restruc- 
tured to make it more effective and place it on a new path to better serve 
the community. In the new police hierarchy, Commissioner of Police Balram 
Rahgubir maintains overall responsibility for the force but deputy commis- 
sioners have been given more scope and responsibility. New promotions 
within the force will be announced shortly, the spokesman said, [Text] 
[Bridgetown CANA in English 2031 GMT 29 May 85] 
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FINAL 1982 CENSUS FIGURES PUT POPULATION AT 2,190,400 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 May 85 p 1 


[Text } 


Jamaica’s a org Y based on 
“final estimates from the 1982 Pop- 
‘ulation Census” 1s 2,190,400, 
_according to the Demographic Sta- 
“tistics 1984 tabled in Parliament last 
week. ' 

Preliminary results from the Cer- 

sus “made available in January 1983 
gave an estimated count of 
2,095,900 on Census Day, June 8, 
1983. The correspondng estimate of 
the lation at that priod, based 
.on the ongoing intercensal estimates 
‘was approximately 2,243,500. This 
‘represented a gap of 147,600. 
_- According to the document the 
final count of 2,190,400 “reduces 
the gap ... to a more manageable 
figure of 53,100. 

It gave the assurance that “the 
revision of the intercensal estimates 
will be undertaken as soon as de- 
tailed information on deaths by age, 
sex, and location can be obtained 
from the Registrar General's De- 
partment.” 

: In its preface the Demograhic 
Statistics 1984 stated that “migra- 
‘tion data remain a weak area.” It 
said that with respect to data on 
internal migration, the availability of 
information from the 1982 Popula- 
tion Census “will go a far way 
towards filling the data gap. This 
will be supplemented by a survey of 
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internal migration now being con- 
ducted...” 

The dcument adds that proc- 
essing of external migration data 
remains a problem as ‘work “in this 
area continues in a disaggregated 
form.” 

It states that “increased emphasis 
will have to be placed on the devel- 
opment of a strong body of migra- 
tion data, both in relation to the 
‘calculation of more accurate mea" 
‘sures of external migration and 
‘more regular determinants of inter- 
nal migation. Both factors contrib- 
ute significantly to the development 
of current, accurate intercensal pop- 
‘ ulation éstimates.” 

There continues to be a gap 
between official figures as given in 
nthe Demographic Statistics and the 
“perception that Jamaicans have of 
the size of the population. Invariab- 
ily the perception is that there are 


. 


‘more Jamaicans than the official 
figures indicate. This is one aspect 
‘that the document does not address. 
In fact, on reading the preface it 
seems to confirm the doubt in 
people’s minds about the level of 
accuracy rather than inducing them 
to accept the figures as being accu- 
rate. 

















SEAGA BACKS DOWN ON PLAN TO CUT PARISH COUNCIL SEATS 


Text of Seaga Statement 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 4 May 85 p 3 


[Text ] Following is the 
‘text of Prime Min- 
ister Seaga’s broad- 
cast to the nation 
last night on the 
Local. Government 
issue: 

“On Friday, 12th 
April, based on a de- 
cision of the Cabinet, 
I indicated that in 
cases where Parish 
Council services du- 
plicated those already 
offered by Ministries, 
such services would 
be ‘transferred to the 
relevant Ministries 
where the infrastruc- 
ture already exists 
thereby saving some 
$50 million per year 
in budgeted expendi- 
tures. 

The removal from 

,the Parish Councils of 

those functions which 

_are currently dupli- 

cated would enable 

the Councillors to 
concentrate more ef- 
fectively on the effi- 
cient delivery of those 
services for which 
they would continue 
. to have responsibility. 
These include street 


cleaning, garbage col- 
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lection, administration 
of markets and abat- 


.toirs, street lighting, 


the maintenance of 
nee cemeteries and 

aches — as well as 
subdivision and build- 
ing approvals — all of 
which are critical to 
the well-being of the 
public and have been 
the source of bitter 
complaints. It is in- 
tended that many of 
these services which 
have traditionally 
been performed by 
the Parish Councils 
themselves will now 
be carried out by pri- 
vate contractors who 
will be chosen by the 
Councils by compet- 
itive bids. This will 
provide the Councils 
with a system by 
which accountability 
can be ensured and it 
will be the responsibi- 
lity of the Parish 
Councillors to mon- 
itor the performance 
of contractors to en- 
sure efficient delivery 
of these services. 

In view of the re- 
duction in the range 
of services . provided 
by Parish Councils, 
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they would no longer 
require the current 
large number of 278 
Councillors — more 
than four iimes the 
total membership of 
the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

The streamlining 
of the Local Govern- 
ment machinery 
would also mean that 
for the first time Par- 
ish Councillors would 
be paid salaries, thus 
enabling them to de- 
vote more time to 
Parish Council work. 
At present, Parish 
Councillors are only 
paid ~ allowances to 
cover attendance at 
Council meetings, and 
are in reality unpaid 
voluntary workers. It 
has become impossi- 
ble for Councillors to 
properly serve the 
people when many of 
the Councillors them- 
_ selves are virtually liv- 

‘ing from hand to 
‘ mouth. , 

Putting the Parish 
Councillors on a 
proper salaried basis 
_would, more than 
‘anything else, enable 
them truly to rep- 
resent their constitu- 
encies thus making 
the democratic . proc- 
- ess function in a more 
effective and mean- 
‘ingful way than has so 
far been possibie, The 
reduction of the num- 
ber of: Parish Coun- 
cillors permits us to 
take this significant 
step without adding 
further to an already 
overburdened expen- 
-diture budget in any 
substantial way. 

In considering the 
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new proposal, it was 
cabculined that the 
‘supportable number 
of Parish Councillors 
on the basis of the 
proposed new format 
would fall somewhere 
within a band of 120 
to 150, or the equiva- 
lent of two to three 
Councillors to each 
‘constituency. In my 
address to the nation 
on 12th April, 1 made 
reference to 120 seats, 
‘or the minimum num- 
ber of that band. 

The Ministry Paper 
tabled in Falhinnces 
made it clear that the 
figure 120 seats was 
‘not cast in concrete, 
‘but that there was 
room between 120 
and 150 for the Elec- 
toral Advisory Com- 
mittee 10 determine. 
| “Since the an- 
'mouncement on 12th 
April, there has been 
much public dis- 
‘ cussion and comment, 
and concern has been 
expressed at the fact 
that Government’s 
policy would have the 
‘efiect of removing 
from the Interim Elec- 
toral Advisory Com- 
mittee the power to 
_determine the number 
-of Parish Council 
seats. 

The present electo- 
‘ral Reyes is a. 
‘guarded by legislation 
which saschoaen the 
possibility of tam- 
_ with bounda- 
ries for the benefit of 
anyone particular Par- 
% and by the fact 
‘that the intment 
and control of electo- 
ral officials are put 
beyond the reach of 
political influence. 














The proposed 
amendment to the 
Law to impose a ceil- 
ing on the number of 
seats would not in any 
way violate these prin- 
ciples as it would be 
impossible to predict 
the determination 
which the Interim 
Electoral Advisory 
Committee would 
make in the matter of 
cutting of the new 
Parish Council seats; 
nor can it be ex- 
pected, given the es- 
tablished integrity of 
the Committee, that 
the outcome of this 
exercise would favour 
one Party or another. 
There was therefore 
no political advantage 
to gained bypro- 
posing the reduction 
of Parish Council 
Seats to a number 
within a band of 120 
to 150. 

This Government 
would not consider 
for one moment any 
change in the arrange- 
ments governing the 
electoral system 


‘which would in any 


way undermine the 


integrity of the system 


or dilute the impar- 
tialiry of its adminis- 


tration. It is a matter 
‘of record which can- 
‘not be distorted that 


it was at my insistence 
that electoral reform 
was instituted and the 
Electoral Advisory 
Committee estab- 
lished. 


‘ It is that commit- 
ment to free and fair 
elections that caused 
my Government to 
amend the law fast 
year to enable the 
People’s National Par- 
ty to have representa- 
tives on the Commit- 
tee because, as the 
public will recall, by 
refusing to contest the 
1983 elections, they 
lost their right to ap- 
‘point members to the 
‘Committee. And | 
should point out that 
we did so without any 
a Or request 
rom the PNP or any- 
one else. 
Nevertheless, since 
my announcement on 
12th April, there has 
been much public dis- 
cussion ven | express- 
ions of concern. As a 
.Government, we have 
listened and we have 
taken note of the 
views which have 
been expressed. We 
have had discussions 
with the Independent 
Senators who have 
‘also . expressed con- 
cer at the impasse 
which has developed. 
We have been holdin 
talks at the politica 
level between our rep- 
“resentatives on A 
Electoral Committee 
and those of the PNP 
who have stated their 
‘Party’s opposition to 
any change in the Law 
and have submitted 
that the Electoral 


Committee should decide on any reduction in the number of Parish Council 
seats. 


Accordingly, after a further discussion with my Cabinet I wish to announce 
that the Government will not pursue any amendment to the Law to place a limit 
on the number of Parish Council seats. The Government has formally referred 
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the issue to the Electoral Advisory Committee at which the Government's repre- 
sentatives will articulate our proposal for a reduction in the number of seats 
for the reasons which I have stated and in greater detail. 


The final decision will be made by the Committee after discussion and debate 
and the Government will abide by the Committee's decision. The Government's 
representatives on the Committee will make themselves available as often as is 
necessary in order that the work of the Committee can proceed as quickly as 
possible. 


I trust that this will now resolve the issue of who will decide the number of 
Parish Council seats so that the members of the Electoral Committee may now 


settle down to the job of determining the number of seats and the boundaries 
of the new Electoral Divisions, as quickly as possible. 


Equally, the people of Jamaica can now be relieved of the anxiety which has 
created political tensions over the past three weeks, and our attention turned 


to other matters of importance." 
PNP Reaction 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 May 85 p l 


[Text] 





CSO: 


The following statement was 1s- 
sued last night on behalf of the 
‘People’s National Party by its Gener- 
bal Secretary, Dr. Paul Robertson. 

& “The People’s National Party 
*-wishes to cengeenenne the people of 
“Jamaica who have scored a notable 
“victory for the preservation of de- 
mocracy through their public nation- 
al outcry and unwillingness to accept 
the autocratic decision by Mr. Se 
last month ‘to unilaterally and ille- 
gly emascufate the powers of the 
lectoral Advisory Committee and to 
“reduce the number of Parish Council 
seats on the eve of Local Govern- 
ment elections before any dialogue 
and debate in the country. 

“This national demonstration by 
the people of Jamaica of their com- 
mitment to democracy and rejection 
of dictatorial tendencies and atti- 
tudes has obviously been felt -by Mr. 
Seaga who has now been forced by 

og ic opinion to announce that he 


s recognised the a“ of at- 
tem ting to tamper with the integrity 
of t ectoral Advisory Committee 
and compromise the Committee's 
legal authority and legal responsibili- 
ty. Mr. — continues to misrepre- 
sent his role in the decision by the 
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_ ing the count 
— elections would not 


PNP Government to initiate the pro- 
gramme for reform of the electoral 
system in 1979. 

“The party wishes to remind him 
that it was the President of the PNP, 
Mr. Michael Manley, who in his first 


. budget speech as Leader of the Op- 


position in 1969, proposed the need 
to reform this system. 

“The PNP also wishes to remind 
Mr. Seaga that while he continues to 
present the facade of his role in these 
reforms, he chooses to forget that 


_ despite his participation ¢ fe: 


form he nevertheless broke the spirit 
of the objective of the system to 
ensure free and fair elections when 
he improperly called General Elec- 
tions for December 83 — after assur- 
in Parliament that 
be held before 
the distribution had taken place of 


1D cards with photographs of elec- 


tors. 

“The PNP has mandated its rep- 
resentatives on the Electoral Advi- 
scry Committee not to back away 
from the demand for Local Govern- 
ment elections to kz held by June 30, 
1985, and in all the present 278 
Parish Council seats.” 

















‘SPAULDING DEFENDS USE OF POLICE AGAINST PNP PROTESTERS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 May 85 p 3 


[Text] 


CSO: 


3298/760 


Minister of National Security and Justice, Hon. Winston 
Spaulding said yesterday that the action of the police in breaking 
up last week’s PNP demonstration in Cross Roads was justified. 

Mr. Spaulding was responding to a statement by PNP 
Chairman Mr. P.J. Patterson last weekend that the police acted 
illegally on Wednesday morning last week in ordering a group of 
PNP demonstrators in Cross Roads to disperse and using tear gas 
on them to do so. 

Mr. Spaulding said that the statement by Mr. Patterson that 
the action of t lice was illegal, “is evidently self-serving 
convenience not to “4 taken seriously.” Mr. Spaulding said, “The 
police have more than ample power to break up a public 
assembly or meeting where there is an imminent threat of 
disorder or where the police apprehend that a breach of peace is 
likely to be occasioned.” 

He said that since January the police have allowed some 62 
demonstrations and it has been only on two occasions that they 
have had to take action to contain a situation which, had it been 
developed, would have been exploited, leading to very serious 
problems. 

He said the police had information in their ion which 
formed the basis of the advice given by the Commissioner of 
Police for the leaders of the P to refrain from holding the 

-meeting in Cross Roads. He said there had been incidents ot 
‘tyres and other debris being burnt not far from the assembly 

int. Groups of persons had blocked roads leading to Cross 
| Roads and groups of persons were converging on Cross Roads as 
previous police intelligence indicated would happen. In the light 
of the circumstances the action of the police was justified, he 
said. 

Mr. Spaulding said the Government has no policy to ban 
meetings, assemblies or lawful protest. 


“The authority of the police to maintain law and order 
generally, to prevent apprehended breaches of the peace or to 
avoid the development of serious security conflicts will not be 
delegated to those who feel they have a _ to do what they 
wish to do, where chey wish to do so, in whatever manner they 
wish to do so irrespective of consequences.” 


Mr. Spaulding said that while he agreed that the Constitution 

provides for the freedom of assembly ard association of every 

“this freedom is subject to respect for rights and 

sce oll of others and for the public interest.” He said it is 

therefore for the police in any given case to assess the situation 

and make a judgement as to the necessary action to be taken by 
them in the interest of the public. 
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CARL STONE VOICES CONCERN OVER POLITICAL VIOLENCE 
Kingston THE DALLY GLEANER in English 27 May 85 p eg 
[Article by Carl Stone] 


[Text] FOR AT LEAST the last 20 years and especially since the 1970s, the 
management of the security forces in this country has been very problematic 
because of its link with party politics. 


The tear-gassing of PNP activists in the Cross Roads area and the events and 
heated JLP-PNP debate which have followed since, have all put the issue back 
on the agenda. 


In 1976 the PNP government declared a State of Emergency and locked up a num- 
ber of JLP leaders on the grounds that security intelligence suggested that 
persons connected to that party were actively scheming to subvert the 
government. 


The JLP has consistently maintained that they were innocent victims of a gross 
manipulation of power orchestrated to assist the PNP's chances of re-election. 


In the period leading up to the 1980 election, factions within the Police 
openly and defiantly used their power to harass PNP leaders and activists, 
especially in the Corporate Area and St. Catherine. A few even tampered with 
the electoral process on election day in one constituency. 


Some of the atrocities that have occurred in this country on election days 
have been aided and abetted by a small number of politically corrupt policemen 
who either conveniently looked the other way or gave active support. 


A minority of local policemen are from time to time used by both parties as 
shock troops to intimidate and harass political opponents at the community 
level in particular constituencies. 


Restrictions on the right to conduct mass meetings and marches have also been 
a feature of the political manipulation of the security power governing par- 
ties have. 
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and independent voters believe that the PNP manipulates the Police for parti- 
San purposes, Similarly when the JLp is in power PNP Supporters and indepen- 
dent voters are equally convinced that the JLP does the same thing. These 
perceptions are, of course, reinforced by actual events that take place and 
lend credibility to these views. 


The Big Doubt 


It is against this background that I have to judge the Cross Roads incident 
and the debate between Mr. Spauiding our Minister of Security and the PNP's 
party Chairman Mr. Patterson. 


intelligence information about terrible disruptions that were likely to occur 
if the rally were permitted to proceed and because the Organisers were told 
not to assemble in the Cross Roads area, 


That position would be credible if the behaviour of the crowd had shown Signs 
of fulfilling the security intelligence Predictions. Not only were the 
persons assembled in the rally generously treated to an excess of tear gas 
without the Slightest signs of Provocation but the entire Cross Roads area was 
quickly engulfed in tear 8as. A massive show of police power was displayed to 
deter others who attempted to enter the area to join the rally. 


If subversives are intent on disrupting a country, tear-gassing a rally is not 
likely to have deterred them. One therefore is left to wonder why the subver- 
Sive act or acts did not occur and why the police or the minister thought that 
dispersing a crowd with tear gas was likely to have discouraged those inten- 
tions if they were either real or serious. 


Surely a Strong police or other Security presence Ought to have been adequate 
to maintain the peace. If the police and the minister thought Otherwise they 
are either being paranoid or the victims of the king of exaggerated security 
reports that inspired the 1976 State of Emergency, 


The big doubt that many of us have is whether the decision to disrupt the PNP 
rally was a Mainly political one based on fears what might begin as a small 


opposition to the government. We will never know in the same way that we wil] 
never know the full facts behind the decision to call the State of Emergency 
in 1976. 


But no amount of elaborate rationalisations from the minister is likely to 
convince many of us because of the long history of political considerations 
which have been inserted into the country's security management. 
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Larger Issue 


But there is a larger issue here. The Minister has cited the many instances 
in which permission has been given for rallies and marches. But on Labour Day 
the NWU trade union was denied permission to march. Are we to understand that 
intelligence reports on likely disturbances were also the basis for this deci- 
sion? Or is it that the JLP government senses that feelings against them are 
so strong in the Corporate Area at this time on such issues as prices and the 
cost of living that they have deep fears that small rallies might svell into 
massive political protests if force is not used to deter would-be marches or 
demonstrators who fear Police violence. Is it that the real reason behind 
these decisions is the fear that the political climate is too hot to allow 
activists to enjoy full rights to conduct political assemblies? 


Two things worry me here. The PNP's Mr. Pickersgill was visidly and publicly 
identified with the PNP rally. Within a matter of hours after these protest 
events and the tear-gassing, an office owned by him and on which his name is 
prominently displayed gets burnt to the ground. Was this an act of political 
retaliation or was this a mere coincidence of events? If it is the former the 
implications are frightening. 


Secondly when Police officials or a sovernment take it upon themselves to deny 
the political rights of unions, workers and political activists on the grounds 
that these rights are not likely to be responsibly exercised, we are entering 

the kind of mind-set that governs facist regimes like those in Chile and South 
Africa. When those decisions are made in respect of political opponents in a 

sensitive period when a governing party is under stress, sane and sober minds 

must ask questions as to what considerations guide these decisions. 


There are circumstances that can justify that restrictive approach to meet- 
ings, rallies and marches. But there is no convincing evidence that the PNP 
or the NWU have been engaging in acts which could justify the view that their 
rights to peaceful assembly ought to be curtailed in the national interest. 
On the contrary the PNP has been a docile, quiet and low-keyed opposition 
party since 1980. 


Huge Marches 


I recall the JLP being much more active in the 1970s by leading some huge 
marches through the city and even going as far as to call for a national 
strike by employers and workers who were asked to stay home as a mark of 
protest against Manley's PNP. 


It is certainly part of the tradition of politics in parliamentary democracies 
that governments bend over backwards to permit citizens to exercise their 
political rights even if this involves some element of political risk. 


The plea of security risk is used in so many countries in the Third World to 
destory political freedoms and to force the demobilisation of threatening 
oppositino groups. It is not unreasonable to wonder whether there is not a 
political power game going on here which has its eye on elections and not 
really on security. 
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All of this leads me to feel that the day must come in this country when our 
security forces come under an independent body like the Electoral Commission 
to reduce the risk of manipulation by the party in power and when the manage- 
ment of the Police force is relatively autonomous and freed from the tradi- 
tional political pressures which have blighted its operations in the past. 
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GLASSPOLE DECRIES ONE-PARTY STATE STEMMING FROM '83 POLL 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 26 May 85 pp 1, 2 


Sor FLORIZEL GLASSPOLE is not hap- 

with the existence of a one-party 
Parliament in Jamaica, and is also of the 
view that the snap election called by the 
Government in 1983 created that situation by 
allowing “too narrow a time for the mobilis- 


[Text] 


ing of forces.” 

t the same time, the Gover- 
nor-General has the power, un- 
der the Constitution, to dissolve 
,Parliament and to call a General 
Election; and can do so even 
without the advice of the Prime 
Minister, provided a certain con- 
dition exists. . 

His Excellency made these 
statements ity a speech last Sunday 
night at a dinner given by the Indo- 
Jamaican Cultural Society to coincide 
with the 140th anniversary of the 
first landing of Indian immigrants to 
Jamaica on May 10, 1845. 

Declaring that members of the 
Society were “part and parcel of the 
Jamaican nation” and, as such, must 
be concerned and well-informed 
about the political state of the coun- 
try, Sir Florizel told his audience: 

“You are part and’ parcel of the 
Jamaican nation. We share your 
woes, and you share our happiness, 
and that is how it must be. There 
must be no division whatsoever, 
there must be no line of demarcation 


whatsoever between us. We must go 


forward as one people, you having 
our dwn programmes of your own 
heritage and all that; but when we 
come to the national outlook, we 
must be as one. 
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‘Must be concerned’ 


Now, let us understand that each 
and every one of us has a direct and 
distinct interest in what takes place 
in Jamaica. We cannot isolate our- 
selves from it whatsoever. We must 
be concerned with the social state of 
our people, we must be concerned 
with the economic state our people, 
we must be concerned with the 
political state of our people. We 
cannot bury our heads in the sand 
and believe we can escape our re- 
sponsibilities. Lea, 

“At present we are passing 
through grim times, despite what 
may be happening on the other side 
of the fence — times of much hun- 
ger, times of great concern in many 
areas, times when civic pride seems 
to be at a vanishing point in our 
community life, times when corrup- 
tion seems to’ be taking a vice-like 
grip in many areas of our national 
life, times when we are terribly upset 
by our drug problem. 

“All this and more keep beating in 
our heads, and we ask ourselves: 
What can we do to help? The prob- 
lems seem to overwhelm us, but we 
cannot run and leave them. We 
cannot run and hide, we have to 
stand up and be counted. Somewhere 
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along the line there is a role for all 
of us to play, but we have to seck 
out the role and find it, and when 
you find it you must put your best 
foot loved. 7 


Dilemma 


“Now let us understand that our 
country is on the horns of a dilem- 
ma. There are problems on the level 
of Local Government, Constitutional 
activities; and at the Central Govern- 
ment level we have some calling for 
elections now, while others are say- 
ing ‘No way.’ The cause of all this is 
the unfortunate state of a one-party 
House of Representatives, a condi- 
tion that Jamaica has never had in 
our 41 years of Constitutional activ- 
ities where we were either partly in 
charge or wholly in charge. 

“And you will forgive me if to- 
night | just say something about it, 
because it is something that is going 
to continue to nag us and nag us and 
nag us continually; and you should 
he informed, you should be well- 
informed of what the problem is. Let 
me tell you: I've gone to the trouble 
of bringing the Constitution here 
with me tonight because | propose to 
read from it and tell you what is the 
score. 

“Section 54 (1) of the Constituton 
says: “The Governor-General may at 
any time by proclamation pulished in 
the Gazette prorogue or dissolve 
Parliament.’ That's 54 (1) but 64 (5) 
says: ‘In the exercise of his power 
under this section, the Governor- 
General shall act on the advice of the 
Prime Minister, provided that if the 
House of Representatives by a reso- 
lution which has received the affir- 
mative vote of a majority of all the 
members therefore has resolved that 
it has no confidence in the Govern- 
ment, the Governor-General can by 
proclamation published in the Ga- 
zette, dissolve Parliament.’ “So that 
makes it clear. | have the right to 
dissolve Parliament, but | do so on 
the advice of the Prime Minister, 
except under one condition: that 
Parhament by its own majority vote 
records a vote of no-confidence in 
the Government. And at that time | 
ask nobody any questions, | simply 
proceed to dissolve Parliament at my 
will and pleasure. That has never 
happened yet. And | have a great 
doubt that we will never live to see 
that take place in Jamaica. 
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“Section 65 (1) of the Constitu- 
tion says: ‘A General Election of 
members of the House of Represen- 
tatives shall be held at such time, 
within three months of the dissolu- 
tion of Parliament, as the Governor- 
General, again acting in accordance 
with the Prime Minister, shall ap- 
point by proclamation published in 
the Gazette.’ So that so soon as the 
Prime Minister advises me that | 
should dissolve Parliament, he says 
to me, ‘Would you kindly publish 
the Election date as such and such a 
date, Nomination Date as such and 
such a date,? and, according to the 
Constitution, | am in duty bound to 
do so. If 1 refuse to do so, | would 
have to resign. 


What solution? 


“No, what has caused the trouble 
is because in 1983 the Prime Min- 
ister pulled a snap election and gave 
too narrow a time for the mobilising 
of forces for the Nomination Day 
and for Election Day. Now, the 
question ansing is: What could be 
the possible solution to such a prob- 
lem? 

“There are two solutions: (1) You 
cither put it in the Constitution that 
clection shall be held on such and 
such a day in such and such a month 
every five years after election; or you 
say, “When the Prime Minister ad- 
vises the Governor-General to dis- 
solve Parliament and to call another 
election there must be a certain 
number of days between when he 
tells the Governor-General so and 
when nomination takes place.’ 

“If we do not wish a recurrence 
of what had taken place in 1983, we 
have got to put it into the Constitu- 
tion that X number of days — 10, 
15, 20 days —must be given before 
Nomination is called. Alternately, we 
could do like the American Constitu- 
tion where a fixed day in 4 year, 
every five years, is fixed for an 
clection. 

“! have deliberately selected this 
occasion to mount this, what | 
would call, a little champaign on the 
Constitution, because there has been 
a tremendous amount of talk. People 
have written to me and told me that 
| should use my power to dissolve 
Parliament, and | write them, sympa- 
thising with their absence of knowl- 
edge (I would not describe it as 











ignorance, | call it absence of knowl- 
edge) and’ | tell them: ‘Look, 
cannot be done that way, it is only 
when we enter into the consideration 
of the affairs that we can have a 
justifiable solution to the problem.’ 

“Now, my dear friends, let me say 
this as an old Parliamentanan, as one 
who helped to create the Jamaican 
Constitution; | am not happy with a 
Parliament comprised entirely of one 
party and I believe Mike himself a 
referee to the Hon. Mike Henry, 
Minister of State, who as present is 
not happy with a Parliament consist- 
ing of only one-Party member mem- 
bership: It is totally inconsistent with 
the whole history of Jamaica Parlia- 
mentary development, and I see with 
him. } 


“Now | do not pretend to know, 

| am not going to prophesy what is 
going to be the result of all those 
calling for elections, and all those 
saying “no way.’ | am not going to 
prophesy. But | have purposely 
sought to use tonight to give you an 
insight into the whole matter, so that 
when you hear discussions in the 
future you can say ‘Look, I heard it 
from the horse’s mouth, and this 1s 
what the horse said.’ 


“And, my dear friends, it is a 
problem that we are faced with and | 
do not know how it is going to be 
resolved. But you are all Jamaicans, 
everyone of you, without exception. 
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You are today a part and parcel of 
the Jamaican nation. 


“My view is: set ourselves to 
perform a task and do it. We can 
console ourselves that we are en- 
gaged in constructive activities while 
squabbling goes on ali around us. 
Never let us lose our sense of pro- 
portion in the midst of all this upstir. 
Heaven knows, Jamaica is like a 
boiling pot at the present time. It is 
inescapable because the economic 
pressures are terrific; they are hard, 
everybody is feeling the pinch, ex- 
cept the very rich people in the 
country; and we cannot forget our 
great responsibility to our fellow 
countrymen. 


“Never let us lose our sense of 
proportion in the midst of all this 
upstir. Let your society continue to 
walk the road of constructive activ- 
ity, though the heavens fall. Let your 
organisation continue to build the 
spirit of unity and great friendship 
herween youselves, and between 
yourselves and your Jamaican coun- 
terparts. 


Lt your Society be in the spirit of 
making you feel that you belong, 
because you do belong to Jamaica 
and you are part and parcel of the 
Jamaican society, May your organisa- 
tion continue to grow and prosper 
and carry out the task you set your: 
selves. 








JPRS~LAM~85~060 
12 July 1985 


JAMAICA 


PNP BLAMES GOVERNMENT, NOT PUBLIC GROUPS, FOR HIGH PRICES 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 25 May 85 p 23 


[Text] The People's National Party has issued a statement deploring what it 
calls "the barefaced attempt" of the Government to "lay the blame for price 
increases at the feet of business people, traders and professionals." 


PNP spokesman on Industry, Commerce and Foreign Trade, Mr. Alfred Rattray, 
said that "The Shadow Cabinet of the PNP took note of the speech made at the 
National Labour Day service by the Hon. Hugh Shearer (Deputy Prime Minister) 
and regarded it as an aitempt to shift from the Seaga Government the blame for 
the rapid, frequent and steep escalation of prices now destroying the lives of 
our people...." 


"The PNP warned the Seaga Government that these policies would destroy the 
Standard of living of our people and were a recipe for starvation and malnu- 
trition for more and more Jamaicans. Now that these fears have been realised, 
Government spokesman are seeking to shift the blame. 


"We call upon the Government to accept responsibility for these consequences 
of its deliberate acts and to move immediately to revert to administrative 
methods of controlling imports and prices instead of the method of massive 
taxation and currency devaluation which it is now employing with such catas- 
trophic effects on our people," the release said. 


At the Labour Day service the Deputy Prime Minister criticised business 
people, traders and professionals for increasing their prices and fees "beyond 
justification" and with "shameful regularity" in many cases. 


The PNP also warned the Government not to "abandon the bulk importation of 
commodities instituted by the last PNP Government which has had such benefi- 


cial effects in keeping down prices and in providing profits to subsidize 
items used by the poor." 


CSO: 3298/760 
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MANLEY LABOR DAY MESSAGE LAMENTS PLIGHT OF WORKERS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 May 85 p 3 


[Text] 


CSO: 


President of the People’s National Par- 
ty and the National Workers Union, Mr. 
Michael Manley, said it was sad to sec 
that the worth of the workers which 
inspired the founders of the political 
movement was being devalued by policies 
similar to those which led to the action of 
May, 1938. 

Mr. Manley, in his Labour Day (May 
23) Message, said answers were being 
sought to the perennial problems not 
through programmes which elevated the 

- morale and condition of the workers but 
through the creation of opportunities for 
exploitation. Jamaicans were bein sold to 
some foreign investors as not only excel- 
Jent and adaptable “but more importantly 
as competitively cheap.” 

This promotion of cheapness of the 
Jamaican worker was an echo of the 
reverberations that rumbled in pre-1938 
Jamaica, Mr. Manley said. 

He went on, “It is ironic that JLP 
Icaders in St. Ann will ‘be implementing 
voluntary self-help projects in the parish 
when it is recalled how the leadership of 
that Party laughed and sneered at our 
overnment’s annual “Put work into La- 
Seu Day” programme between 1972 and 
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1980.” 

He asked what had happened to the 
promise to “ensure that real wages of 
workers do not decline? Where are the 
incentives of bonus schemes for the 
achievement of targeted production and 
performance levels? Where is the im- 

rovement of the existing Labour Legis- 
lation?” 


According to the Union President, 
there was an alarming situation where 
workers were labouring in “sweat shops” 
crowded with more machines and people 
than they were designed to accommodate 
to meet ever-increasing and unrealistic 
production targets. He questioned wheth- 
cr Labour Day was the last such that 
thousands of workers would celebrate in 
employment, not knowing if the termi- 
nation axe would fall on them. 

Mr. Manley gave an assurance that his 

arty remained committed to improvi 
the welfare of all the people and woul 
continue to work fn the promotion of a 
better and harmonious working 
relationship between management and 
workers so that “we can together work 
for greater production for Jamaica.” 


1985 
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GOVERNMENT IMPORT, EXPORT POLICIES ARE FOCUS OF CONCERN 


Stone Criticism 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 May 85 p 3 


[Article by Carl Stone] 


[Text } 


AFTER MUCH TALK and 
modest action on the subject of 
deregulating imports the Sea 
overnment has now taken the 

Id step of opening up the 
Jamaican economy to outside 
competition via imports in most 
areas where there ts some local 
production accustomed to pro- 
tection and protected markets. 


ing with one voice that Mr. Seaga’s 

import deregulation policies threaten 

to wipe them out of business. __ 
The manufacturers have been 
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government to move swiftly on im- 
port deregulation. 


The rationale 


The rationale for these moves is 
that if our farmers and manufactur- 
ers are to make it into exports they 
have to learn to deal with competi- 
tion..Import competition is supposed 
to make them more price and cost 
efficient and to sha them for the 
bigger arena of third-country mar- 
kets. The consumers will get the 
gains from lower and more compet- 
itive prices and the economy will 
benefit by forcin ucers to shift 
to areas of production where they 
can compete and abandon the areas 
where they arc not pricé competitive. 

While completely endorsing the 
policy emphasis on export expansion 
this column has never accepted the 
Seaga policy approach which seems 
to me to be promoting exports at the 
price. of dismantling local produc- 
tion. : 
‘ In Japan, South Korea, Taiwan 
Brasil, Mexico and many successful 

ird World export-oriented econ- 
omies, ways have been found to 
promote export expansion via inceh- 
tives and while continuing to 
offer sufficient protection for local 
products to prevent their collapse in 
the face of foreign competition. 

Like the farmers and the man- 
ufacturers this column has insisted 
that the widespread opening up of 
our economy to imports while all 
kinds of constraints continue to in- 














~.. 


hibit our easy entry to their markets * 


like the U.S. (in spite of CBI) is an 
exetcise towards national economic 
disaster. | 

We already had a taste of the 
likely short run consequences when 
in 1982 food imports dislocated local 
agriculture. 

It has also been my position that 


‘we have to walk on two legs by 


trying to expand exports while at- 
tempting to reduce our high level of 
import dependence. The IMF-AID- 
World Bank policy framework being 
promoted by the Seaga administra- 
tion mis'akenly sees import substitu- 
tion as being in conflict with export 


‘promotion efforts when in fact this 
_ economy needs both by developing 


policies that make both goals compa- 


_tible. . 


The issue all comes back to who 
is paying the piper and calling the 
tunes. Put very bluntly, opening up 
our economy to a flood of imported 
goods is the price you pay for finan- 
cial dependence on institutions who 
are far more concerned with expand- 
ing the global market for U.S. ex- 
ports than with helping genuine na- 
tional development in countries like 
Jamaica. 

What must be vigorously chal- 
lenged is the lic being told the vere 
can people that there are no alterna- 
tives to these self-defeating policies 
and that there is no other way to 
promote export expansion and in- 
creased hard currency earnings. 

Clearly, in the face of the coun- 
try’s acute shortage of foreign ex- 
change, some significant reduction 
has to occur in the number of enter- 
prises that use up a lot of foreign 
exchange in production but earn 
none. or very little. Some closures 
among these business enterprises at 
this time of severe foreign exchange 
problems is clearly unavoidable. The 

blem is that the IMF-AID-World 

nk policy approach indiscriminate- 
ly shifts resources away from local 
production to exports without pro- 
viding any policy means of encourag- 
ing local production in strategic areas 
so as to reduce import dependency 
and enhance our economic self-suffi- 
ciency. | 

Instead of making that choice on 
the basis of what areas of local 
production are more essential than 
others (i.e by planning), what is being 
done is to use the market mechanism 
of import competition to determine 
who or what will survive and which 
enterprises will die. 


111 


a s 
Negative impact 

To be sure, there is a level of 
consistency to the government's poli- 
cies that cannot be’ denied. The 
forces of supply anc demand have 
been used to fix the exchange rate. 
The big devaluations and the high 
price of credit and capital have been 
used to ensure, via market forces, 
that only the most efficient users of 
foreign exchange and capital will 
survive. Import competition will like- 
wise wipe out the more cost ineffi- 
cient firms. The problem is that these 
market forces ene big corporate 
enterprises with easy access to re- 
sources by which to adjust to the 
market pressures, but discriminate 
against most small enterprises which 
employ most of the iene in the 
country and include sectors of great 
strategic value for the country’s de- 


a 
¢ earlier moves to open up the 


economy to increased Consumer im- 
ports in 1981-82 had a predictable 
negative impact on farmers and man- 
ufacturers. The scale on which this 
deregulation is now being put in 
motion suggests that by end of year 
many farmers and manufacturers are 
either going to go into buying and 
selling to survive or will have to 
close their businesses. 

When normally cautious and 
moderate commentators like Vin 
Lumsden _ to project this import 

olicy as threatening to wipe out 
ee sections of hecal tapiculnne and 
when. most manufacturers are saying 
the same thing about their prospects 
of survival, it is clearly necessary for 
the country to begin to ¢xamine the 
rationale fe. these policies and de- 
mand answers from Mr. Seaga about 
their likely effects. 


What I fear 


Does it really make any ‘sense to 
encourage the satisfaction of con- 
sumer needs from imported products 
in a country that is burdened with 
hugh debts and has a chronic short- 
age of foreign exchange? Will we not 
be merely borrowing on an even 
more massive scale to finance these 
imports in the econofny? Once we 
open up the economy in this fashion 
will it not wipe out any policies 
designed to create local self-suffi- 
ciency in fobd and other areas of 
roduction? Will we not be seeing a 
rger version of the earlier battles 


between merchants, on the one hand 


and farmers and manufacturers, on 
the other, in which the merchants are 
going to win everytime? 

















JPRS~LAM~85~-060 
If Vin Lumsden: and Claude 12 July 1985 
Clarke are right about inadequaic 
rotection for local producers and 
Mir. Seaga is wrong, this import 
policy mht well be the first step 
towards pushing our economy back- 
wards to where it was before World 
War two. 
What J fear is that tnere will be 
no monitoring of the effects of the 
policy to m:nimise or remove adverse 
effects on the productive sector and 
once implemented the policy is not 
likely to be reversed until we have a 
_change of government. 


Threat to Sugar 
Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 26 May 85 pl 


[Text] The President of the Jamaica Exporters’ Association, Mr. Claude Clarke 
has warned that Jamaica stands to lose millions of dollars in export sales be- 
cause of a newly announced 50% increase in the price of Sugar to exporters of 

processed foods. 


Previously, Mr. Clarke said in a statement issued on Friday, that manufactur- 
ers of processed foods for export, had purchased Sugar at a cost of 52¢ per 
pound. The newly announced prices is 78¢ per pound. 


Mr. Clarke expressed the view that the increase would adversely affect recent 
breakthroughs which processed food exporters had made in important hard cur- 
rency markets. He noted that the price of sugar had been declining on the 
world market at the same time that the price to local exporters had been in- 
creased. This, he said, would make it difficult for exporters of processed 
foods which used sugar to compete in the export arena. 


"Unfortunate' 


He noted that the food processing industry was presently holding orders which 
had been secured on the basis of the price of sugar before the increase was 
announced. Many of these orders may now be lost, he said, as export prices 
would have to be adjusted in order to accommodate the new increases in the 
price of sugar. 


In his statement, Mr. Clarke said that he questioned the wisdom of imposing a 
levy which would inevitably reduce the competitiveness of exports, thus reduc- 
ing the country's export earnings. 


"How can it possibly benefit the country to impair the chances for development 
of the industry that has the greatest potential for net foreign exchange earn- 
ings?" he asked. 


Mr. Ciarke noted that the food processing industry had made great strides in 
the development of export markets in recent times. Presently, he said, 
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Jamaica had new opportunities for exporting processed foods to the United 
Kingdom, Singapore, and even the People's Republic of China. 


"It would be very unfortunate if highly inappropriate tax measures caused the 
demise of these efforts," he observed. 


CSO: 3298/761 
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HONG KONG GARMENT FIRMS TO EXPAND LOCAL EXPORT OPERATIONS 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1728 GMT 6 Jun 85 


[Text] Jamaica, June 6, CANA--Four Hong Kong-based companies with garment 
manufacturing operations at Jamaica's Kingston free zone are to expand their 
export plants here under a J58 million dollar (one JCA dollar; 18 cents U.S.) 
package, Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade Minister Hugh Shearer announced in 
Hong Kong. 


According to the GLEANER newspaper, Shearer, who is now on a visit to the 
British Far Eastern colony, said the programme required the building of an 
additional 200,000 square feet of factory space at the free zone and a fur- 
ther 100,000 square feet in rural areas. 


The companies involved are East Ocean Textiles, Afasia, Magma and Baguatta, 
and their spending will be in machinery, plant technology, training and 
marketing. 


It was not clear if the J58 million dollars would also include the cost of the 
factories, which are usually constructed either by the free zone or the 
Jamaica Industrial Development Corporation (JIDC) and rented. 


Shearer said the planned expansion by the companies, which have been operating 
here over the past few years, was evidence of their satisfaction with Jamaica 
as a business partner and as an ideal location. 


Jamaica, whose currency devaluations have made wages here the lowest in the 
region, has been promoting itself as the garment manufacturing centre for the 
future, stressing its easy access to the U.S. market under the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative (CBI) and to the European Community (EEC) countries under the Lome 
Agreement. 


Apart from low wages, Jamaica has been enticing investment with lucrative 
incentives and easy repatriation of profits, especially for those companies 
operating under the free zone umbrella. 


The island has been able to attract some Hong Kong companies and is seeking to 
woo more, especially those still nervous about the colony's future when sover- 
eignty is handed back to Communist China with the expiry of the British lease 
on the territory near the end of the century. 
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Shearer said the expansion by the four companies will mean the creation of 
8,150 jogs. The export end of the garment sector here currently employs 


around 9,000 people. 


Most of the production is under an American scheme where components of the 
garments are brought here from America for assembly and re-export. Duty is 
paid in the U.S. only on the foreign content, essentially cheap labour. 


This system is attractive to many Far Eastern garment manufacturers whose 
countries have reached their own export quotas to the U.S. and are looking for 
new bases in countries such as Jamaica. 


Shearer, in a speech in Hong Kong Tuesday, told businessmen there that Jamaica 
had an attractive political and economic environment which encouraged trade 
and investment. Jamaica, he said, would welcome proposals from other Hong 
Kong companies interested in manufacturing for export to North American and 
Europe. 
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REPORT SHOWS PRODUCTION OF MOST CROPS CLIMBED in 1984 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 May 85 p l 


[Text ] 


' Agriculture has responded posi- 
tively to the Government's policy of 


‘structural adjustment, aimed at di- 
versifying exports, according to the 
Production Statistics 1984, tabled in 


Parliament last Thursday. 

It- is observed that the produc- 
tion of most crops improved in 
1984. “This was especially the case 


in the production of vegetables, 


with crops such as tomatoes, cauli- 
flower and pepper recording sub- 


stantial increases.” 


The document said that produc- 


‘tion of some traditional export 


crops such as sugar cane, cocoa and 
coffee showed moderate im- 
provements; “however, banana and 
citrus experienced declines in pro- 
duction.” 

It added that the performance of 
- the manufacturing sector was not as 
strong, as difficulties in obtaining 
credit and the deterioration of the 
value of the Jamaican dollar created 
pressures on the sector. 

_ “Increased costs of most prod- 
ucts in the food and drink sub- 
group led to a decline in consumer 
demand for some products such as 
poultry meat and condensed milk. 
Sugar, molasses, aerated water, beer 
and stout all experienced declines in 
1984.” 

But the document notes that not 
-all products experienced negative 
growth as flour and cornmeal re- 
corded substantial increases. “Pro- 
ducts geared for the export market, 
such as wearing apparel also showed 
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marked expansion. Activities in the 
mining sector, although not as 
strong aS in previous years, im- 
proved over 1983 with only alumina 
experiencing a decline,” the docu- 
ment states. 

The document says: “In the past 
the role of agriculture in generating 
economic growth was not fully 
realised with the result that there 
was a decline in production espe- 
cially of the traditional expon 
crops.” 

Then it continues, “With the 
decline in the earnings of the baux- 
ite-airmina sector, agriculture is 
now being seen as one of those 
sectors capable of generating eco- 
nomic growth given its capacity to 
provide high net foreign exchange 

earnings and high labour employ- 
‘ment at a low per capita cost.” 

Noting the launching of Agro-21 
in 1983 with emphasis on non-tradi- 
tional export crops geared for the 
winter season on the North Amen- 
can continent and using advanced 
technology, the Review concludes 
that the ao of this programme 
has resulted in improved levels of 
production in 1984. 

“Increases in farm gate prices and 
easier access to credit have also 
influenced growth in this sector,” 
the Production Statistics 1984 
states. 

Sugar cane production grew by 
4.4 per cent, a switch from the past 
three years; plantain grew by 21.8 
per cent, the highest production in 
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15 years; coffee grew by 11.5 per 
cent, continuing a three-year growth 
path; cocoa moved by 22.2 per cent; 
pimento by 16.3 per cent; and gin- 
ger grew by 37.2 per cent. 

Bananas declined by 37 per cent 
to its lowest level of production. in 
15 years. Sweet oranges dropped by 
10.7 per. cent and grapefruit slid by 
22.4 per cent. 

But it was in the category of 
vegetables-legumes and pulses that 


‘the most outstanding performances 


came. Water melons increased by 
$8.1 per cent, beet root by 49.5 per 
cent, tomatoes by 54.2 per cent, 
cauliflower by 79.5 per cent and 


pepper by 85.1 per cent. 


Production of peas and beans 
increased by 14.1 per cent, the 
highest level since 1968. Pumpkins 
also outdid itself for the past 17 
years, improving by 20g per cent. 
There were moderate increases for 
corn, carrots, cab , turnips and 
cucumber. Peanuts, ce and cel- 
ery, however, bit the dust. 

Sweet potatoes and Irish pota- 
toes increased by 49 and 61.9 per 
cent respectively while yams moved 
P by 14.1 per cent. After five years 
slipping down the hill, tanias, co- 
coes and dasheen increased by 24.2 
per cent. Onions did remarkably 
well with an increase of 107.5 per 
cent and cassava improved by 15.4 
per cent. Rice production continued 
to move up to the 1977 peak pro- 
duction growing by58.4 per cent 
last year over 1983. 
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GOVERNMENT HYPOCRISY CHARGED IN ANTI-DRUG EFFORT 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 23 May 85 p 8 


{Article by Morris Cargill] 


[Excerpt] 


As might be expected, 
the P.N.P. is excusing its 
recent ‘protest’ at Cross 
Roads and New Kingston 
with. its usual double-talk. 
It could hardly have been 
an accident that various 
incidents and quite a bit of 
destruction to property, oc- 
curred at the Wyndham 
Hotel where some 150 trav- 
el agents were expected, 
and that the foreign press 
would be covering. 

These ‘protests’ are nothing 
more than irresponsible mischref- 
making. If a Party can be so 
irresponsible and silly in its ‘pro- 
tests’, one shudders to think 
what sor of government it 
would give us were it ever to 


come back to power. 


There is reason to believe that the 
P.N.P., no doubt aided by its Com- 


munist allies, will be continuing to 


ee a 
series of co-incidences, will have the 
efféct of harming the tourist trade, 
that most delicate of all our foreign 


exchange earners. 


Mr. Michael Manley has said that 
protests of this kind do no harm to 
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Jamaica's economy. As Mr. Manley 
is (I'm glad to say) now recovenng 
from a senous operation, | will make 
ne comment on this occasion. 


The P._N.P. is not the only set of 
politicians to talk out of both sides 
of its mouth, though undoubtedly its 
members and its leaders may be 
considered the Jamarcan champions. 


Great war 


For mstance, we constantly hear, 
from the mouths of some JLP lead- 
ers about the great war the govern. 
ment s w against ganja. we 
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mashing up the ganja business, even 
if we are not. 


Nothing new 


But hypocrisy is nothing if it is 
not well executed. The antics of the 
government over the enforcement of 
income tax against the barons, and 
Yo a drastic action ao 
t it Jamaica nja 
wouldn't fool a “bila lear of all the 
U.S. government; but it does tend to 
mislead our own citizens. Politicians 
are, as a class, masters of hypocrisy, 
‘and we have every nght to expect 
ours to ¢ with a good deal 
more subtlety than they are at pre- 
sent tha all very well to try to 

A; but when the govern- 
ment tries so + ~Y to fool us, all 
the government 


Maybe I'm wrong. meee 
government is trying its poor to 
wreck the ganja export business. In 
which case all | can say is that with 
the PNP trying to wreck the tourism 
industry, and the JLP trying to wreck 


ganja exports, we ve all got ourselves 


into as nice a jam as can be imag- 
ined. 

Better = in, wrth edlien, 
pocrisy than the pious, -rolling, 
psalm-singing blend that we are now 
getting from all sides. 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE PLANS SEVEN SPECIAL PROGRAMS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 25 May 85 p 18 


[Text ] 


EVEN SPECIAL PRO- 

GRAMMES TO BE UNDER- 
TAKEN BY THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE have been allo- 
cated a total of $5.7 million in the 
1985-86 Budget which is now be- 
fore the House of Representatives, 
according to releases from JAM- 
PRESS. 


Details about them and other pro- 
grammes under the Capital Budget, will 
be outlined to the House and the Nation 
by the Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Dr. 
Percival Broderick, when he makes his 
contrubution fo the Budget Debate of 
Wednesday, June 12. : 


The programmes are: 

© Soil Conservation which will be carried 
out on Government-owned. lands and special 
areas throughout the Island, to reduce soil 
loss and increase productivity — $800,000. 

@ Forest Development which involves the 
continuation of a long-term programme of 


forest planations to satisfy the nation’s future. 


demands for timber and other wood products 
— $800,000. 


@ Development of Offshore Fishing for 
which $500,000 has been provided. This 
programme provides for improving the facili- 
ties on the beaches including Morant and 
Pedro Cays. It also provides subsidy on out- 
board motor fuel and mesh wires, computeri- 
zation of the fishermen’s credit scheme and 
the training of fishermen. 
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@ Improvement to public gardens and z00 
— $200,000. 

@ Agricultural Mechanical Services — 
$200,000. 


Three hundred and seventy five thousand 
dollars has been allocated to the Agricultural 
Developmerit Corporation for developing the 
seedstock of sheep and goat for the expansion 
of mutton, cheese and milk at Hounslow, St. 
Elizabeth; while $106,000 has been granted 


for livestock improvement and $600,000 for 
crop care. 


@ RESEARCH PROJECTS 


The Jamaica Agricultural Research Project to 
complete the physical facilities for conducting 
research in livestock, crops and plant protec- 
tion has been allocated $2 million in the 


Budget. 


The project includes the building of a complex 
at Montpelier in St. James and the expansion of the 
Bodles Agricultural Station in St. Catherine. 


It is part of a $16.7 million programme financed 
jointly by the Government of Jamaica and the 
United States Agency for International Devel- 
opment is expected to be completed during the 
current financial year. 


A sum of $800,000 has also been provided for 
the Ministry’s Water Resources Development Pro- 
gramme. 


| The Rural Development Progamme being car- 
ried out by the Ministry of Agriculture has been 
allocated $1.2 million. 


A sum of $800,000 goes to the development of 
land settlers to facilitate the allotment of proprties 
to small farmers. Four hundred thousand dollars 
has been provided to continue the programme of 
employing trainee field assistants on a temporary 
basis in order to provide support to field assistants 
and extension officers within the land settlements. 


A total of $20.8 million has been allocated 


for rural development in the Budget of the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning. 
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RELATIONS WITH URUGUAY--Jamaica and Uruguay have established diplomatic 
relations. Following cunsultations between the two countries there was an 
exchange of Notes between Mr. Pedro Vidal Salaberry, special envoy of the 
Government of Uruguay, and Mr. Lloyd M.H. Barnett, permanent representative of 
Jamaica to the United Nations. "Both countries re-emphasised their adherence 
to the principles of the charters of the United Nations and of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, and agreed to the establishment of resident or non- 
resident missions when the circumstances allow," an official release said. 
[Text] {Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 25 May 85 p 3] 


SPENDING TO FIGHT CRIME--MINISTER OF NATIONAL SECURITY AND JUSTICE, the Hon. 
Winston Spaulding, says there is an increasing demand on the security forces 
to combat crime and they must be given more resources to deal with the mount- 
ing problems. He said society would have to make economic adjustments to 
ensure that the security forces were provided with finance for the necessary 
equipment and facilities to fight crime. This would have to be done in spite 
of the economic difficulties facing the nation. There might be some who would 
question capital expenditure for the security forces, "but if the ganja barons 
and cocaine kings, who believe everybody has a price, and the gunmen who think 
their combined strength can make segments of society bow," and rapists and 
thieves were to be fought, the security forces had to be equipped. (In the 
Estimates of Expenditure tabled in the House of Representatives on May 16 by 
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and Planning, Hon. Edward Seaga, the 
Ministry of National Security and Justice got the third highest allocation-- 
$377.2 million, with $357.1 million for recurrent expenditures and $20.1 mil- 
lion for capital expenditure.) [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 24 May 85 p 1] 


OCHO RIOS DEVELOPMENT--Residents in Ocho Rios and its surrounding environs are 
to benefit from extensive development and the upgrading of facilities in that 
resort town by Government, "to further improve the quality of life there and 
make the area a highly developed and more sought-after tourist destination." 
These projects include the construction of a second cruise-ship pier, comple- 
tion of several housing developments and the upgrading of water supplies and 
the sewerage scheme in the area. This was announced by Prime Minister Edward 
Seaga while delivering the main address at a Labour Day function hosted by the 
recently formed St. Ann/St. Mary Tourism Protection Committee at the Turtle 
Beach Playing Field yesterday evening. The Prime Minister also disclosed that 


122 








JPRS-LAM-85-060 
12 July 1985 


the new legislation to protect visitors to the island has now been approved by 
Parliament and should be ready for implementation within the next three 
months. [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 May 85 p 3] 


NEW JOBS--KINGSTON, May 3 (JAMPRESS)--Some 848 new jobs will be created from 
13 projects approved for incentives at the 36th sitting of the Joint Minister- 
iai Commission chaired by Prime Minister Edward Seaga at Jamaica House on 
Thursday. The 13 projects will generate over US$3.7 million in foreign ex- 
change. In addition, seven projects were given foreign investment approval 
through the Bank of Jamaica, by the Committee. Of the 13 projects approved 
for incentives, three were approved under the Hotel Incentives Act 1968 which 
will provide the tourism industry with 88 additional rooms. Three were 
granted incentives under the Export Industry Encouragement Act of which two 
were 807 garment manufacturing concerns and the third a furniture manufactur- 
ing enterprise. Others for which waiver of duties and other incentives in- 
cluding moratoria were granted include a rice growing project, a Data Entry 
project and four agro-related enterprises. In keeping with Government's 
policy for diversification, the projects are spread across the island and 
parishes to benefit from their implementation are, Portland, St. Elizabeth, 
St. James, Trelawny, St. Catherine, Clarendon, Westmoreland and Kingston. 
Employment is projected to rise to 1,173 from these 13 projects by year three. 
Some 33,200 square feet of factory space will be utilised for manufacturing 
while 96 acres of land will be used in the agricultural projects. Incentives 
are granted by the Committee for the potential contribution to employment and 
the generation of additional foreign exchange as well as savings to the coun- 
try. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 4 May 85 p 3] 


FACTORY FIRE--FIRE SUSPECTED TO BE THE WORK of arsonists yesterday morning 
destroyed the Butterkist Biscuit Factory located at 2 Valentine Drive, King- 
ston 8, resulting in damage estimated at $40 million. One hundred persons 
have been put out of work in what was one of the most damaging fires in 
Jamaica's hitory. A Fire Brigade spokesman told the Gleaner that damage to 
the building, equipment and stock was estimated to be about $40 million. Much 
modern, expensive machinery was destroyed in the blaze, he said. Manager of 
Butterkist Limited, Mr. Owen Munroe, said that none of the factory's equipment 
was saved from the fire. Mr. Munroe said he believed the fire was the work of 
arsonists. Firemen were of the same belief and they and police were yesterday 
digging among the rubble of the factory to unearth clues to the origin of the 
blaze. Guards with dogs were on duty at the factory when the fire broke out 
and investigators are wondering how the blaze was not discovered in its early 
stages. [Excerpts] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 29 May 85 p 1] 


CONVERSION TO COAL--Officials in Jamaica say a Japanese firm has been awarded 
the $34 million contract to convert the state-owned cement company to coal. 
The total project will cost about $90 million and is scheduled for completion 
in 1987. Construction will begin this month and will employ some 350 people. 
[Text] [FLO61918 Bonaire Trans World Radio in English 1130 GMT 6 Jun 85] 
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NEW INTERPOL CHIEF DISCUSSES MORAL, PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 3 Apr 85 pp 5-A, 19-A 


[Text] "I believe in God, in respect toward humans and in loyalty. I am 
institutional, and throughout my life experience has taught me that it is 
best to work properly, even though one does not succeed in owning material 
wealth. I was at a seminary in my native Colima from the age of 14 to 17. 
Later, because I was honest with myself, I chose to hang up my habit and 
become a bullfighter." 


With unhurried speech and a fixed, penetrating look, grimly frowning, with 
his brow knit, Florentino Ventura Gutierrez occasionally tried to smile, in 
order to lend his harsh appearance a kindly aspect, while he talked to 
EXCELSIOR a mere 10 hours after having been appointed for the second time 
director of the International Police (INTERPOL)-Mexico Division. 


His mind may have been wandering in space while he evoked his past and his 
views to answer the questions asked of him. The loud ringing of the tele- 
phone constantly interrupted the conversation. Then he would hang up the 
receiver, and think a little before taking the conversation in the direction 
that he wanted, in a tone of voice meant to be cordial. 


He remarked: "As a bullfighter, I could never wear an embroidered outfit, 
because I had no money to purchase it, and I had to be content at that time 
with going from one hamlet and one town to another, like scores of others 
seeking fame, as I was, in order to earn a few centavos. Those were hard 
times, but I can swear that the situation did not scare me, because of the 
training that I had had previously in the seminary, where the soldiers of 
God were trained." 


During the past 6 years, in his capacity as first commander and director of 
INTERPOL, Florentino Ventura was in charge of the investigation of Eugenio 
Mendez Docurro, former secretary of communications, and of Felix Barra, 
former head of agrarian reform, whom he eventually brought to jail. 


He was also in charge of the cases of Alfredo Rios Camarena, former director 
of the Bahia de Banderas tourist complex; Fausto Cantu Pena, of the Mexican 
Coffee Institute; and Leopoldo Ramirez Limon, of the National Pawnshop. 
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The now newly appointed director of INTERPOL, Mexico section, was the one who 
hunted around the world for the former chief of the capital police, Arturo 
Durazo Moreno; an investigation which ended about 8 months ago with the 
latter's capture in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


Previously, Florentino was also responsible for the investigation that made 

it possible to discover a series of irregularities committed by the former 
director of Mexican Petroleum, Jorge Diaz Serrano, who is currently incarcerat- 
ed in the southern prison of Mexico City. | 


Ventura attempted to avoid this type of recollection, evading responses to 
the questions, and discussed the topic on which he wanted to comment. 


"The situation was becoming worse, and one day I obtained a job as a radio 
telegrapher, holding it until, in early 1949, the Federal Security Directorate 
began to be formed under the command of Gen Marcelino Inurreta, who knew me. 
He invited me to join that agency, and I immediately accepted, because it 
seemed really interesting to me." 


"Why do people fear you so much?" 


"You see, those who act outside the law, and those who damage in one way or 
another the society in which they are living have fear. They are people who 
come to fear even their own shadow. They are not afraid of me; they are 

' afraid of what I represent, because they have violated good regulations. 

That is what they fear, not Florentino Ventura, a man who is merely a police- 
man, adhering to unbreakable principles, who does not allow himself to be 
bought for a few pesos, and who has not felt the shame of being pointed out 
as arbitrary or dishonest.” 


"Do you believe in the moralization of the country's police forces?" 


"Of course, of course I do. At the instruction of the attorney general of 

the republic, Dr Sergio Garcia Ramirez, a strict selection is being made of 

’ the personnel who are joining, as well as a stringent supervision of those 
already belonging to the Federal Judicial Police. But, in my view, not only 
are the members being overseen and checked, but also there is a very effective 
means for keeping the personnel from falling into temptation. And that is 
higher pay, because their responsibility extends to the point of risking 

their lives." 


"Do you think that the Federal Judicial Police agents can avoid the temptation 
to go into collusion with the drug traffic, for thousands or millions of 
pesos?" 


"The fact is that the largest percentage of those of us who belong to the 
Federal Judicial Police have done so out of conviction; and even though there 
are some who have succumbed or who will succumb to that temptation, we must 
realize that it is not a considerable number. So, not all of us "are cut out 
of the same cioth," and as an example I can remind you that it was my group 
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which captured Sicilia Falcon, one of the leading members of the international 
drug traffic, despite the fact that there were offers of millions and millions 
of pesos for us to allow him to escape." 


went on to say: 


"We even Caught Sicilia when he had managed to escape through a tunnel in the 
old Black Palace of Lecumberri; and in this case there was even one official 
in collusion, who was also captured. Furthermore, among other things, at the 


country with airplanes and super-modern equipment, And, in addition to two 
jets, we seized 140 kilograms of pure cocaine from then. There is the case 
of Pedro Aviles, the Ssuper-czar of drugs, who was arrested with 32 kilograms 
of heroin and 18 tons of marijuana, about 2 years ago. So, we could tel] you 
about many cases wherein the Mafia's money did not manage to corrupt the 


The interview had an untimely end, after the internal telephone ("the network") 
sounded. Ventura excused himself, expressed thanks for the interview and 
left his office. 


2909 
CSO: 3248/336 
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CHIAPAS CLERIC ON DRUGS--Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas, 27 March--The auxiliary 
bishop of this town's diocese, Felipe Aguirre Franco, claimed that 60 percent 
of the land in this state suited for cultivation is used to grow marijuana; 
adding that the trafficking and consumption are serious, since they have been 
discovered in schools and jails primarily. He remarked that civil authorities 
are involved in drug growing and trafficking, headed by a well organized ring 

of traffickers who provide the seed, credit, fertilizer ani other input to 

the state's needy farmers, so that they may grow the grass along with other 
products and it will not be discovered by any authorities. Aguirre Franco 
noted that he had received complaints from inhabitants of settlements who claim 
that they cannot stop growing marijuana because they have been threatened with 
death; and hence it cannot be denied that they do so out of fear of being 
victims of the drug traffic Mafia. Concerning the authorities, the cleric said 
that they are doing nothing to resolve this anomaly; because they are apparent 
ly in collusion with the Mafia members. The bishop commented that it would be 
feasible for Mexico to close its borders, so as not to allow the entry of 
promoters of this vice coming from Central and South America; and that for 

the past 8 years the problem has worsened in the state, with the growing and 
trafficking of narcotics. The priest observed that he had urged all the local 
farmers to unite and oppose the drug traffickers, and to refuse to continue 
growing marijuana on their properties. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 
28 Mar 85 'States' section pp 1, 4] 2909 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


MITCHELL EXAMINES REGIONAL POLITICAL, ECONOMIC SITUATION 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 3-5 Jun 85 


[Article by Prime Minister James Mitchell: "What Kind of Caribbean Do We 
Want?" 


[3 Jun 85 p 2] 


[Text] NOT SINCE the Churchill-Roosevelt 
deal exchanging destroyers for land 
bases has there been any serious U.S. 
planning in the Caribbean. 

Once more security brings the U.S.- 
Caribbean relationship into focus; Pres- 
ident Reagan has announced the Carib- 
bean Basin Initiative (CBI). 

In 1940, the enemy was clearly dis- 
tinguishable and equally recognised to 
be such, both by the Caribbean and the 
United States. In 1982, however, al- 
though the U.S. may be single-minded 
in its position, the Caribbean with its 
political diversity cannot agree on a 
common enemy. 

The recent decades of separate inde- 
ge. — Pos 

© opportunities the boys in the interna- 
missed at political tions) seencien 
union, have cre- Many a plenary ses- 
ated the opportu- yf ve For- 
nity for multiple Wil issue a grand oe 
sovereignty and in munique on a. commo 
turn the right of position, but in practice, 
the various Carib- a ae a 
bean states to con- country’s biletetiel deat 


preferences or jobs for ognised. 
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President Reagan’s 
Caribbean Basin Initia- 
tive must, therefore, first 
of all come to terms with 
the heterogeneous nature 
of the sovereign states in 
the region, and their 
conflicting priorities. 

Lest the ms 
intention of the Cari 
an Basin Initiative be to 
maintain the status quo 
in the Caribbean, 
would like to point out 
that the status quo in 
the Caribbean is one of 


poverty. 

To talk, therefore, of 
maintaining the status 
quo means to advocate 
reinforcing poverty. 

Policies of assistance 
to these islands must 
therefore guide —. 
or at least enco 
need for change. po- 
litical parties of the 
centre seeking orderly 
change are the natural 
allies of a self-confident 
America, and not those 
imposing so-called sta- 
bility on a starving pop- 
ulation. 

The low economic lev- 
el of the vast majority of 


island that has an- 
nounced, and sr 
nil population growth. 
Unfortunately, the an- 
nouncement of such @ 
target in many i 

could trigger a riot. 

In projecting the qual- 
ity of life desired in the 
Caribbean, we must have 
the cou to ask the 
question: Just how many 
people can these islands 
accommodate? Will St 


‘Vincent with a per cap)- 
ta income of B50. for 


which 50 per cent of the 
population is 18 
years and 30 per cent of 
the babies are —— 
by teenage mothers who 
do not even own their 
own 
The arguments about 
tion control have 
n voiced time and 


Pp 

to come back to it, and it 
is important that we, the 
policy makers, spell out 
the problem clearly. We 
cannot expect others 
continually to pick up 
the bill for our indiffer- 
ence. 

Finite resources can- 
not satisfy infinite 
growth. Oil crisis, lesson 
one. Other lessons like 
—- shortages for 
ood production § are 
waiting in the wings. 

And as elsewhere in 
the developing countries 
any development strate- 
oy for the Caribbean 

t excludes an ingre- 
dient of population con- 
trol will be doomed to 
failure. . 

Nor will seminars for 
the elite be enough. 
Birth control apprecia- 
tion has to be part of 
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Religious fanatics who 
oppose birth contro! sup- 
port the imposition. of 
states of emergency and 
all the evils which come 
under that heading. 
Next, the brain drain! 
=a capital re- 
qui ‘or our recovery 
needs talent for conver- 


how to make money 
work have vanished, re- 
covery will be slow. 


The tragedy of Jamai- 
ca today is the loss of 
talent in the last decade. 
The executives, and the 
plumbers whose children 
are now at school in Mi- 
ami, will ° not return 


British. while Britain 
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[4 Jun 85 p 42] 


[Text ] 


ian of opportunity. And 
the financially eroded 
press v7 ® exhibits a 
shadow of the truth. The 
minority government be- 
comes paranoid, and it 
becomes, for ex le, a 
legal offense (and 
from 


Act) “to have an inten- 
tion to bring into hatred 
or contempt, or to excite 
disaffection against the 
“government.” 


, are <4 
an - 
tention of helng thou to 
commit an offence. 
Foolish ‘ legislation, 
however ‘legal’, can be a 
prime cause of instabili- 
ty. Authoritarianism 
sponsored in this fashion 
prescribes economic 

Criticism is an 
essential nourishment 
for the healthy growth of 
a society. 

n laws prevent 
criticism we inherit the 
infertile territory of cal- 
lousness. 


Without safeguards, 
the Westminster system 


It is within this framework of authoritarian tenden- 
cies that one must be cautious in defining security 
needs. Experience of Guyana has taught that defence 
expenditure, like elsewhere 'in the Third World, is not 
directed at the external enemy, but at the citizens 
themselves, especially on election day. 

But however repressive a regime becomes in the 
preservation of its own power, it may be overthrown- 
-witness the Shah of Iran and the Emperor of 
Ethiopia. Likewise, an unworkable constitution can- 
not be assumed forever inviolate. Much of Africa has 
had to adapt to new constitutions to forge their 
developmental needs. 

France with its centuries of self reliance has found 
4 = ~ yen in = a Indeed, the French 
model of ensuring that government represents 
more than 50 per cent of the electorate is a —— 
we should emulate. Nor should we fo 2 he po 

rn. we 


out of which the Fifth Republic was 

too should be 

in an attempt to bring sanity to our plural heritage. 
Nor will we i 


case in point. Not long ago, exhaustive co tion 
poodesed the } ula the 


$f 


to come to an abrupt halt w 
i ndence flags were hoisted, even 
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allows a minority to leg- 
islate themselves into an 





elements in the society remained adrift in a sea of 
selfishness. Decentralization is construed to be a 
threat to rulers. A free vote of eutonomy is unpatriot- 
ic. But self determination is an: will be a continuing 
process and can only be said io be realized when 
people enjoy a constitution that fulfills their lives. 


The is put forward that autonomous terri- 
tories will fa Oe eb mag Lyte tpnhor 
small to manage themselves. But autonomists are not 
unmindful of the Cuban guns constantly hammering 
the hungry Eriterians. And those who disparage the 
Mafia are already victims. In St Vincent’s case more 
money is swindled through our offshore banks from 


will help you shed your oppressor 1s friend. Thus 
it is that internal frustration in Latin America breeds 


Caribbean. Then the United States — > not 


have long 1 

extreme left to destroy the centre advocating reform 
so that oppression matures and international socialist 
solidarity can be upheld as the only avenue for 


Democracy is a delicate young seedli in the 
Caribbean. Incipient authoritarianism tens 
Grenada today we must not forget is a 
of cheated elections and of ions 


the collapse 
under repression. It is the early signal attacks on 
democratic institutions that must be arrested.A sen- 
tence here or there in a law undermining free and fair 
elections does not seem to deserve anyone’s attention 


until holy hell breaks loose. 
uyana is the best example of perverse 
elections. St Vincent has just rigid 


the better 

[5 Jun 85 p 58] 

[Text] Not a si tourist ar- ism into other areas will 
rives in Caribbean come home to roost. 
from Eastern Europe. Some 4,000 artists and 
Our agriculture, industry writers from our area 
and tourism are linked to went to Cuba for Cari- 
North America and Eu- Aesta. 
rope. Sooner or later, all Had such a festival 
unproductive adventur- been held in New York, 
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the authorities would 
still be searching for 
those specialising in crit- 
—_ of an ty 
very si family in 
the Caribbean has rela- 
tives in the U.S. or Can- 
ada. For all these 
influences how can we 
not feel close to the U.S. 
or — ee a 
cons ore 
by agp States in 
particular can destroy 
the influence of all these 
‘natural economic influ- 


have created 
stare us in the Caribbean 
and Latin America to- 
day. Let me repeat, the 
advocates of change and 
reform are the natural 
allies of the U.S. 
It is within the frame- 
"ah of guiding change 
t lie opportunities for 
profitable investment 
through careful planning. 
Development is about 
le. It ht not to 
simply defined in 
terms of architecture, 
traffic jams and joint 
communiques. When I 
look at the castles on an 
island like Mustique, ris- 
ing ~ of the — 
velopment plans, 
co them with the 
food on the plates of the 
original inhabitants 
nearby, I wonder _what 
progress mean? 
Capital injection that 
returns us to the slave 
te path of doanaie Daan 
pa ir. 
there been the slightest 
instinct for fair play or 


the investor and those 
on whom effort is in- 
vested, as a fundamental 
objective in any planning 
criteria. ~ 


One real area where 
the developed countries 
of this hemisphere can 
help us is in field of 
education. Perhaps the 
greatest difference be- 
tween rich and r 
countries of the coi De 


The higher fees for 
foreign students in the 


us 
— of stan- 
of mic excel- 

e i 


lenc enshr 


turn. 

Some do, and those 
that do, have more influ- 
ence than their numbers 
suggest. And, in any 
event, if they join the 
migrant community 
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their influence at home 
cannot be ignored. A 
ow education lasts a 
ifetime, or more, as par- 
ents influence their chil- 
drer., and investment in 
people is what devel- 
opment is all about. 
Investment in talent 
will in the long run yield 
better dividends than 
ns for the coast guard. 
The battle for the mind 
: ‘den ae te 
resident 
announced new aid for 
the Caribbean. How will 
this aid be dispensed? 
Will existing institutions 
a will a <4 
expensive bureaucracy 
created? Will the self- 
pe tuating a oe 
try simply produce 
more resolutions, more 
documents for libraries, 
more long-winded radio 
announcements? 
Bilateral aid to the 
countries directly, using 
criteria clearly estab- 
lished with defined per- 
formance schedules and 
re-evaluation mech- 
anisms, will be the opti- 
mum way to address the 
problem of aid dispensa- 
tion. Care must be taken 
to identify the correct 
—~ — those that 
ill improve the lot of 
the poor. Very often, aid 
only reaches the rich in 


poor countries. 
Evaluation should 
continue throughout the 


er. Many gov- 
ernments abandon 


started by thei 
Projects Aan 


$600,000 Tourism Devel 








CSO: 





3298/776 


— Stra in May, 
1972 which recom- 
mended an _ airport. 


When the government 
changed, the project was 


no 
other Pe gem - help 
the of the island 


more. Similarly, the air- 
port built on the island 
of Canouan in 1974 has 
not yet been declared a 
port of entry for similar 
reasons. mean- 
time, less feasible pro- 
ae: with less social 
nefit and creating 
more burdens on the tax 
base get priority. 
President Reaga: 


“hopes to stimulate “more 


= a wt in 
region. P-ivate inves- 
tors will do well to be 
guided more by the expe- 
rience of existing inves- 
tors in the country 
rather than by flowery 
assurances govern- 
ment ministers at ban- 
quets in Washington. 


Let them research the 
government's _perfor- 
example — 


We are pleased tha 
the United States ha: 
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come to recognise th 
need for a new initiativ: 


in the Carihbean and ha: 
re-discovereu the i 
tance of these i ] 


no substitute for intelli- 
gent understanding of 
the region’s aspirations 
and = could well -, 
vent t spasms oO 
diplomatic epilepsy. 

I started this r 
indicating how difficult 
it is for the United 
States and the Caribbe- 


an to find a common 
definition of the enemy. 


President Reagan has 
identified the enemy as a 
foreign source. In my 
view, the enemies are 
already within our gates: 


Rigged and unfair elec- 
tions, bribery, corrup- 
tion, poverty, over- 
population, constitutions 
that cheat large sections 
of the people, incompe- 
tence at the highest lev- 
el, and the despair of the 
half-educated. Those 
who help us _ destroy 
these enemies will be our 
friends. 











JPRS-LAM-8 5-060 
12 July 1985 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


UPM STATEMENT ON GOVERNMENT TAKEOVER ACTIONS 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 10 May 85 p 10 


[Text] The United Peoples Movement welcomes the Government's take over of 
the St. Vincent Electricity Services Ltd. and the estates collectively known 
as the Orange Hill Estate. 

4 
As most Vincentians are quite aware, the UPM had as long ago as 1979 advocated 
state ownership of both these enterprises for and on behalf of the people of 
this country and throughout the years we not only consistently maintained this 
position but actively struggled for their implementation. 


In the case of the Orange Hill Estate we are disappointed that the NDP Govern- 
ment refused to fully investigate the transaction that resulted in the Danes 
temporarily owning the estate with a view to discovering whether the Aliens 
Land Holding Regulation Ordinance was contravened. 


Equally, the UPM is of the view that a clear statement from Government is re- 
quired on the issues of severance pay for the estate workers, the financial 
terms of Government take over and the nature of the land reform programme to 
be carried out above the Dry River. The UPM will support a land reform pro- 
gramme that is democratically evolved, that meets with the just demands of the 
estate workers and that serves to increase and modernise agricultural produc- 
tion in the area. 


As regards VINLEC, we are surprised that the VINLEC workers and their capable 
trade union--National Workers Movement--were not officially informed before- 
hand of Government's take over. The Government must move swiftly to ensure 
that the NWM has representation on the Board of Directors of VINLEC and to 
allay the apprehensions by VINLEC workers that they will be worse off with 
full government ownership than they were the CDC. 


The UPM will continue to support action by the state to intervene in the 
economy particularly in areas where foreign ownership is unnecessary or harm- 
ful and where local businessmen are unwilling or unable to supplant foreign 
capital. Once there is capable and democratic management on the part of Gov- 
ernment, such action can only redound to the benefit of the local economy 


CSO: 3298/777 
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JPRS~LAM~85~060 
12 July 1985 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


PAPER CALLS FOR RESTORATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 10 May 85 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text] _ We would like to draw Government’s attention to what 


ee eS tb ae at the last 
of the of mayors 

to head the Local Boards. 
We that the NDP Government has ac 


through permanent contact govermment with the views 
of all significant segments of the commamity. We repeat 
our suggestion for a viable Senate which would provide 
reservior of information on the way organisations — 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


COCONUT EXPORT BAN--The exportation of ccconuts from this country to its 
buyers in the United Kingdom, Canada, Trinidad and other Caribbean destina- 
tions has stop temporarily. This was stated by Trade and Agriculture Minister 
Eddie Griffith when he spoke to The Vincentian earlier this week. Griffith 
said that the St. Vincent coconut industry makes cooking oil to meet the de- 
mand of local consumers and to satisfy Guyana to which country it has made a 
commitment. Recently there was a large export of whole coconuts to Canada, 
England and the Caribbean which made it impossible for the industry to meet 
the local consumption need and to supply Guyana. Because of this a temporary 
ban has been placed on the exportation of coconuts to any country. The Minis- 
ter was unable to say how long the ban will last. [Zan Lewis] [Text] [Kings- 
town THE VINCENTIAN in English 24 May 85 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/777 END 
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